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" AMUSEMENTS TO-NIGHT.

METROPOLITAN THEATEE,
No. 35 Brosdway.~VAHRIETY, ats r. A

BOOTH'S THEATRE,
eornar of Twenty-third sirest apg Sixth avenne —
MAUBE(H, at 87 M. ; closes at LI F. Misa Ulara
Morris,

LYCEUM THEATRE, 1
Fourteenth strost near sissh  avenue —GIROFLE.
GlBuFLA st s, X, Mie Gooliroy.

WORINSON HALL,
West Sixtennth stree=VARLIEDY w4 M

HAN FPRANUISQO MINBTRELS,
Broadwar. corner of Twenty-ninto  strest—NEGRO
MINaTRELSY, ac 8P, M.t closes at " M.

BRM/ELYN TUEATRE,
THE TWO ORPHANS, at 8 . M. Mises Minule and
Lallian Conway.

» WALLACK's THEATRE,
ummlwir ~THE IRISH MLlRKEsS, ut 8 P M., closes at
T Miss Ada Dyas, Mr. Moniague.

WOWERY OFERA HOGURE,
;o.‘m Bowery.—VALIETY, at 5 " M., closes st 10:48

WOO0D's MUSEIM,
Broadway, corter ot Thirtieih sireet —JIM BLUDEOE
u‘gi“. .: s Oloses at 1045 P M. Milwy dobles  satinee
" |

BROOKLYY ATHENSEUM
TABLEAUX VIVAMNIs atfP. ¥

THEATRE COMIOIE,
!:’«.lﬁ:!l Brocdway —VARIETY, aio . M closes at 10:45

METROPOLITAN MUSHEUM OF ART,
Weat Pourteentl streel—UOpon from WA M b P M

OLYMPIC THEATRE,
=a.-m Brondway. —VARIETY, at 5 ', M.; closes at 1045

GRAND OFERA AOUSE,
m avenur and Twenty.thisa  strest —TWELVE
g ATIUNS, i 8 1. M. ;closes sl 1L " M.

fiEAT SOUTH AMERICAN CIRCUS,
corner Poriv ninth sireet and Eighih avenue.—Ater-
TG0 wnd e vesing.

FIFTH AVEXTE THEATRE,
T y-eighilh strest and HBroagway. —THE BIG BO.
N Ay ab S P, M. closes at 10: 0 P, M,

BRONKLYN PARK THRATRE
;ﬂ&n avenua —VARLETY, at 8§ F. M.; ciosey at 1745

NEW YORK, MONDAY. MAY I7. 18735,
From our reports (his morning the probabilities
are that the wealher lo-day will be cool and
clear.

Tus Cartssts have found Guetaria too
strong for them and are proparing an sttack
on Beateria.

Tazs Vennter of the Coroner's jury in New-
nrk in the case of Froderick Gluckstadt, whe
was run over by s railroad train, deserves ap-
proval as a bold and manly protest.

Ovr Loremany Corcuss tc-day present a
letter from Paria descriptive of sevemal im.
portant new French publications, and reviews
of the Intest books of eritician, bicgraphy and
fiction.

Tiae Escarzm of the Sing Sing conviots has
ealled sapecial aftention to the story of one
of the worst of them—the murderer, Stephen
Boyle—wlich is wividly teld in another col-
smn.

Taz Mrxrns.—The probebility of an early
resumption of labor in the Wilkesbarre col-
lieries is asserted In our correspondence from
the mining regions to-day.
long strike seems to be upproaching.

Toe Waarnen yesterdsy wan heautiful, and
the parks, the rivers and the bay and all the

surronnding suburbe were fillad with pleasure |
seckors. Nothing was wanting to make the |

enjoymont complete but bettor methods of
travel within the limits of the city ilself. The
want of tbese kept thousands of people at
home.

Tur Rzasoxs given by the German govern-
ment for the release of the imprisoned priesta
st Posen seem to imply that it bas oblained
from other sourees the information it desired
to obtain by this clerical persscution. It may
be that the real cause is ihat the firmness of

the priests has convinced the government that |

the policy of terroricm bhas in this instance
tailed

Iratr axp Tne Porr —Just when the Pope
has celcbrated his eighty-third birthday he
suffers another rebuke in the suspension of a
Homan mnewspaper for publishing his
address to the German pilgrims. This act is
harsh, bu: it is also an indication that the
Italian governmont is not disposed to give
Germany aoy ground for complaints that
might disturb the peace of Europe,

Cona Loae.—The sccount we publish to- i
day of a battle betwoen the Spanish and

Cuban forces in the Eastern Department
shows how completely the tide of fortune
has turned in favor of the insurgents.
From Bayamo (o Las Cruces the soldiers of the
Oaban Republic fight and dis tor the sicred
pause of independence ; and everywhers they
goam to beslowly, but surely, galniog ground,
althoogh now cut off from outside help for
more than six years, Aund onee more we are
jaformed that they have purchased a blockads
rannar,

The end of this |
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Governor Thden's Rapid Treansit BilL

T'he bill introduced on Friday and made the
special ordor for this evening in the Assembly
is the Governor's by adoption and probably
by contribution to the onginal dmit. Tbere
is perhaps no kind of work for which Gov-
ernor Tilden is so competent, when he benda
his mind to it, ns the drafting of & railway bill
that will stand the wear and tear of conflicting
interosts and puss safely through the ordeal
of the litigations always liable to arise undor
such nets of logislation, Mr. Tilden has bten
the legal advisor of half the leading railroads
of the Northern Siates, oud the most valuable
{ruits of his skill have not consisted in con-
dusting lawsuits with succesa, but in avoid-
ing their necessity by shrewd foresight.
His exporience has made him familinr
willi all the sources from which such litigation
can arise; and be has more than once lent his
assistance in the preparation of railway laws
for the considemation of State Legislatures.
Thert is uo man in the country whose deliberato
approbation of & milroud bill would be a
sufer guarantee that iv provided for every
exigency likely to arise. Governor Tilden's
indorsement of the new Rapid Transit bill eu-
titles it to respectiul examination.

It would be idle at this stage to compare the
(Governor's bill with the original bill of the
Common Council. The Common Couneil bill
in the form in which it wag sent to Albany,
is past praying for. It has been so deformed
by miscalled amendments that i parents can
hardly recogmize it. Having passed both
branches of the Legislature in this misshapen
condition there is no possibility of its going
Laek into that body and being born again. The
shoice, therefore, is not between the new bill
and the Common Council hill, as first drafted,
but between the new bill and the misshapen
progeny of the Legisliture, now in the Gov-
ernor's hands, with doubts in his mind as to
whether be shall strangle it or parmitit to live.
If the new bill passes there can be no question
o6 to hus duty. Whatever may be thought of
the comparative merits of the two bills in
their original shape there is no room for besi-
tation in a choies between the Governor's
bill as drafted and the Common Conneil bill
us amended by its enemies. If the new bill
poases it will be the clear duty of the Gov-
ermnor to wveto the otuer. Considering the
alternative to which we are reduced by the
perverse, hostile amendments, all true friends
of rapid transit should desire the prompt
passage of the bill which will occupy the
Assembly this evening. When a horse hans
been entered for a race if corrupt or ma-
livions jockeys lame him nobedy bets any
longer on the dissbled steed, however splendid
may have been his original running qualities,
Such s horse is the Common Council bill
sinece it was malignantly pructised upon by
the corrupt jockeys of the Legislature in the
pay of the street railroads.

As the Governor has committed himself to
the new bill we trnet we may rely on his ex-
erting all his legitimate influsnce to secure its
passnge. In a mafter of such maguitude and
such pressing urgency we waive our objec-
tions to the appointment of the Commis-
sioners by the Governor. That be would ap-
point upright and competent men we never
had » doubt, and it is better that the Gov-
ernor should select Commissioners under a
law which would give us rapid transit than
for the Mayor to select them under a law
which wounld be practically abortive. We
want the thing done, and when the choice
lies between a bill frumed to do it sod a bill
amended to obstruct it there is no room for
hesitation. We had rather see rapid transit
march at the word of the Governor than
merely murk time at the command of the
Mayor, and this is the slteruative to which
we are brought.

In the briof comparison we are about to
make we will drop the designation ““Common
Coupeil bill" (for it is mo longer the same
bill) and eail it the Moore bill, the title by
which it is commonly known in Albany, from
the name of the Senator who introdnced i,
! sud for the sake of brevity we will call the
other the Tilden bill

First—The Tilden bill is superior to the
Moore bill in the fact that proceedings under
1t must nocessarily mean business. The Com-
missioners appointed under the Tilden bill
recelve o salary unless a rapid transit road is
organized and buill, and their salaries are to
be paid by the eompany; but the Commis-
sioners under the Moore Lill are to be paid by
the city, and will have no pecuniary stimuolus
to make the work » success. Under the
| Tilden bill they go out of office when the com-
| pany is organized ; under the Moore bill they
are appointed for three years and are a stand-
ing charge npon the city whether anything is
accomplished or not. The practical effoet of
the Moore bill might be merely to create fat
| offices for the benefit of nobody but the in-

cumbents. Besides, it is right and Lonest |

| that the company which is to receive the
profits of the road should defray the prelim-
inary costs. This is a sound pre-
esution agsinat  bogus ottempts and
deceirful  dellying  with  the subject
It would be for the iuterest of the
strect railroads to bribe the Commiwionera
| under the Moore bill to put on busy disgnises
and do nothing. Under the Tilden bill each
of them is required to give & bond in the
penal sum of twenty-five thomsand dollars

If Third avonne, for instance, should be
taken, the Third avenns horse car company
may clect whether it will build and owo the
rapld transit road or permit a new company
to be organized. Il would be for its intersst
to own and contrel both roads and prevent a
conflict of rival interests on tho same rontes.
Besides the profits of the rapid transit road
the company would gnin nearly as much
business as it would loss on its horse railroad.
Sapposivg  the rapid traosit stations to
be half a mile distant, a lIsrge por-
tion of the people getting on or off ab
them wonld also use the horse cars, and the
company would reoeive the same fares for
short distances that they do for long dis-
tances. The tide of travel drawn to this
ronte by the rapid trausit road would bring
additional business to thoir horse cars, with-
out suffocating them by overcrowding, More-
aver, it wonld be easy for n wealthy company,
like that which owns the Third avenue borse
cars, to commund the capital for building a
rapid transit road on & route whers its sucocss
wounld be so assured.

Third—The Tilden bill is corefully and
comprebensively drawn, 80 a8 10 eover every
question that can arise respecting rights of
property, compensation to owners, the legal
obligations of ecompanies, and every point
about which doubts and litigations are linble
to urise in so large sand complex an under-
taking.

Wo eurnestly hope, therefore, that the
Tilden bill may pass, in whicn case it will bs
the duty of the Gevernor to extinguish the
Moora bill with a veto,

Loulsinnas Affairs.

In the letter which we publish to-day our
special gorrespondent in the South gives sn
aegount of the condition of Louisians as re-
gards peace. e ssys that there is no doubt
that in the early years afler the war many and
serions outrages were committed on the freed-
men; he declures that the suffrage and the
right to hold office were both shsolutely
necessary to make (hem and maintain them
really free men; but he thinks it o misfortune
for them that they fell under the leadership of
base men, who used thom and tanght them the
viler ways of politics, and he discloses an
amazing corruption in the rulers ot the State,
who appear, in the instancos he cites, to have
been in many cases not only unscrupunlouns,
but valgar and greedy robbers, men who have
not hesitared to proatitute even the schools
established for the colored children to their
partisan purposes, and who have robbed right
and left, without shame.

Mr. Nordhoff declares his belief that since
1870 there bave been very few political mur-
ders or outrages in the Stale, and he points
out and eniorces by instances the curious
faot that n great part of the murders since
that date have been of negroes by negroes.
He appears to be struck by the fact that the
rulers of the Siats have been extraordinarily
negligent in punishing crimes, and lays the
blame for such disorders as exist largely to
this inefficiency; yet it is this Stale govern-
ment, corrnpt and inefficient to the lasi
degree, which the President has been misled
by his favorites into supporling and foreing
upon the peopls of Lounisiana during seversl
yours.

Meckionburg.

We print two new contributions to the
Mecklenburg controversy this morning, and,
as usual, one on each side, which we consider
fair as between the affirmative and negative
One of thess communications, that of Dr.
Jumes O, Welling, President of the Columbian
University at Washington, is remarkable for
force of reasoning and chaste elegance of
style, and will be read with interest even by
those who nre growing weary of the subject
Dr. Welling's very able article on the Meck-
lenburg Decluration of Independence in the
North American Review for April, 1874, has
been freely drawn upon by subsequent
writers. Tuere is no other Listorical inquirer
to whom tbhe side he advocates ia so much
indebted, Readers ot his present communica-
tion will #ee the very bost that research,
acuteness, and logic can offer against the gen-
uineness of the 20th of May resclutions and
the authenticity of the meeting at which they
are satd to bave been adopted. Those who
are proof against Dz, Welling's rensoning are
not likely to have their faith shaken by any-
thing that will ever be said on the subject.

The other communiecation is from Mr.
Charles R. Jones, editor of the Charlotie
Observer, and of course a zealous advoecate of
the Mockienburg claim. We will not recapit-
ulate his points, but we think it right to
notice a statement, not material to his argu-
ment, in which he has fallen into an error.
He says that Jefferson, who rejected the
Mecklenburg Declaration, also disbelieved in
the existence of Jesus Clirist. Jefferson cer-
tainly was not orthodox, yet he not only be-
lieved in the existence but admired the moral
teachings of the founder of Christianity, of

which there is one very striking proof
He once prepared & liitle book, for his
own private use, consisting of such texts from
the Gospels as he belisved emanated from the

| lips of Josus himseld, and arranged them in

an octavo volume of foriy-six pages. His
biographer, Bandall, hud seen it, and gives

| the title page and spaoimens in the appendix

for the faithful performance of his duties and |

to take an official oath.

Secomd—The Tilden bill in better than the
Moore bill by the permission it gives to con-
| struct a rapid transit road on any street or
| mvenue of the oity except Broad way na Fifth
| avenue below Fifty-ninth street and Fourth
| avenue above Forty-second strest, whether
| there are borse railroads on the streets ur not.

The Commissioners are just as frea to take
‘! or Eighth avenus 88 if a railroad track
| had never been laid on them. Exception is

also made of streets or avenues in which
there is already an elevated or underground

road, but, for the present, this inciudes |

only Nioth avenue, and its fulurs effect
will be to mecure every rapid tran-

by new companies. The Moore bill does not
eanfer this unequivocal right to ose the strooty

| Third avenue or Fourth avenue or Sixth
1

to his third volutne. This collection was
handsomely bound in moroceo and was one
of the most frequent of the books of morals in
which it was Jefferson’s habit to read each
night before retiring to bed, In a lotter to
Charles Thompson he said of it :—*A more
beautiful or precious morsel of ethics I have
never veen. It is o doctrine in proof that I
am o real Ohristian—that 18 to say, & dusciple
of the doctrines of Jesus, vary different from

the Platonists, who call me infidel and thems | Her Majesty in his next exhibition of won- | punichment of the guilty parties. It is Lo be |

solves Christians, while they draw all their
charscteristio dogmas from what its author
never said nor saw.” This is not the language
of & man who disbelioved in the existence of
Jests.

Tae Stovx Panapme of the !-Sl;r:i: Hills and
| the history of the recent attempts of the gold

! to enter that
| mit rond that may be built against disturbance | SIS £ Suws St S9gien AR U MBI

a thoughtiul letter from Cheyenne to-day.

| The soientifie expedition of which our corre-

| fo which there are horss reilroads. It con- |

! tains & clauss which may be construed as pro-
hibiting repid transil in soch atree's aito-
lgethar. The Tilden bill provides that when
. the Commissioners locate a rapid transit rond in
6 atreel or avenue whare therais a horsz railroad
| Ahe company owning the latter may build the
tormer if 1t will comply with the couditiona

spondent writes bas alroady staried for the
scene of ita labors,

Tre Axviversutes, —A number of religions
societies held their anniversaries in this city
yesterduy. Among them wore the Congregn-
tonal Union, the American [raot Soclety,

(and  the Prssbyterian DBoard of Foreign
i, ll.lﬂinn

The Apotheosls of Barnum—Vive la
Bagatello!

The strange news published in the Fmmarp
of Baturdny, as roceived by eable from our
correspondents in London, to the effoct that
Moody sand Sankey, the revivalist mission-
arios in England, are reslly under the patron-
age of our distingnished tellow conntryman,
Mr. Barnum, muy take nnthinking people by
surprisa. As our readers will remember, the
story is that Mr. Barnnm, baving won every
triumph in the way of sdventurs snd hum-
bng, sought, like Alexander, for new worlds
to conquer, and finds them in the religions
sympathies of the great British nation. He
saw & peopls wandoring from the faith of
thoir fathers, showing sigus of a latitudinarian
spirit, following the new cardinals in their
red robes to the verge of Rome. There was
no knowing where it would end. Cardinal
Manning, with his hat, had gathered around
him all the splondor and glory and tushion of
the British nobility, headed by the Duke of
Norfolk. 8o powerful was the attraction in a
country of rituanl snd ceromony, where n
strawberry leaf representa one of the highest
of dignities, that thers was some danger of
the whole Established Church, cathedrals and
all, going trooping after the head of the How-
ards. Mr. Diaracli, inhis novel of *‘Lothair,"

shows the influence of fashion in reli-
gion—how great rank and station are
paramonnt, even in the Church. If we

want to have a fasluonable faith, what
better than that of Rome, with its wealth of
decoration and music? Great names have
already fullen at the feet of Pins IX. There
wore Lothair, with the rich earldom of Bute,
and the Marquis of Ripon, with all the honors
that cluster around tne ancient house of Grey.
It was whispered, npon the authority of Mr.
Whalley, that even Mr. Gladstone's lively
oonscience was looking to Rome for peace.
Now we know the influence of these shining
examples. George IV., when firse gentleman
of Europe, was graciously pleased to saunter
and roll as he walked, and to drawl in speech
when he talked. Al England began to
dawdle and drawl So, unless some sudden
stop was put to the whole business, whero
would it end ?

In America the danger was even greater,
The Yankee mind loves a lord, and when none
better serves we are not above making obei-
sance to a macaroni count or a Pacifie island
king of royal mahogany hue. When the Pope
sent us 8 real prince and a real red berreila,
with a real count in dazzling riment to show
us the extent of Vatican splendor be-
fore Vietor Emmanuel put an end fo
it, the example became contagions. No
event since Jenny Lind appearsd at Castle
Giarden has made the sensation of the cere.
mony sttending the imposing of the berrella.
All New York began to run alter the new Car-
dinal. The ladies ransacked the stores to
find some of the lovely crimson of hia new
robes. Rising statesmen, who used to follow
Tweed with his dismonds to Greenwich and
sit in expectant adoration before the dispenser
of power, suddenly became religious, and
conld be seen swarming about His Eminence,

only too avnxions to kiss the sacred
ring. All the old *“line fakers'' and
spounders”” and Americus Club states-
men bhave become devout to the

last degree. The spread of religion among
the aspiranta for office is most gratifying.
We have professional Irishmen aud profes-
sional Cathiolies, whose faith and nativity
are only elements of political intrigne. If it
had kept on we should bave had the whole
republican committee tumbling after, beaded
by Mr. Murphy—who, by the way, has always
been faithful—and embracing Mr. Laflin,
Genoral Arthur, Geuersl Bharpe and Mr.
Bliss, all of whom would acoept, no doubt,
baptism to-morrow to secure a third term.

It was at this exigemcy, when the whole
eountry, demoocratic and republican, was
about to be converted by a red hat, that the
happy genins of Barnum cawme to the rescae.
Barnum has saved Protestantism 1n two coun-
tries. The eareer which began with Joyce
Heth and the Fiji mermaid; which has suc-
eeeded in collscting the largest oumber of
mummies, clubs and curiosities ever exbibitod
for o small price of adwission, culminates by
becoming, like Mohammed aud Joseph Smith,
the founder of a new faith. Nor must we
despise his genius because it seeks bumble in-
struments for this work. A French writer says
that to found a new religion it only neads
an old woman, a cat and a priest. air. Bar-
num only needs a preacher and a singer,
The news that he has taken Moody and San-
key as o speculation to save evangelical
religion in America and England may fall
harshly upon the unthinking mizd not imbued
with the true philosophy of the age. It may
be thought that our correspondent was misled
by some designing wirepullers, suoh o8 we
have somstimes discovered behind the scenes
in journalism—men who use the press for
their own wicked and selfish purposes. Bat
the intelligence did not surprise ns, We know
Barbum, We know how largely he represents
the American nation abroad. It looked a coupls
of years ago as it Buchu had superseded mim ;
but Buchu soon becamse resolved into his
original, component parts, aud Baroum kept
that primacy of citizenship in these glorions
States which has been his, by general suffrags,

men, at twenty-five cents & head, believe that
an india-rubber figure on springs was the
nurse of Washington. Barnnm eould not sur-
prise us. This news of his newest achievement
does not give us the least astonisbment.
We kuew the Dberreta enthusinsm wonld
aronse his gening to a supreme effort. We
| should be propared to lecrn that he had sent
I a cireular to the Qneen proposing to inclade

| derful waxworks and living enriosities. He
I would no doubt afford the Quesn remunerstive
| terms to earry out the specalation. He would
| put Cardinal Manning with his hat, the Presi-
dent of Honduras and M. Phillippart, the Jay
Gould of Fraoce, all in a show together, with
o apirit of enterprise and a disvegard of all
preliminary expenses characteristic of the
man and his nation.

What more uatursl, therefore, than that o
man so gifted and so courageous—the success-

| ful rival of Buchu—who has fooled millions |

of people at twenty-five cents a head before
| the war and fifty cents since, shoald found a
| now wasioal religion, with “"oody for apostle
and Senkey for psalmist—a religion whieh
l now numbers millions of enlightened Britons

ever sines he made thousands of his country- |

tonnial American in this, that he repreaenis
the full fruition of the bundred years wo
oslebrate.  We do not say that Barnum
is like Baynrd, ““sans pour of sans reprochs,”
or like the dissolved Buchu, a oure for every
silment, including baldness ; but he is like
himsuelf alons, “without modesty and without
soruples.” This prince of humbug has not
the slightest hesitation in carrying out his
schames of humbug. Our readers cannot fuil
to ase that the strangest results must be pro-
duced upon this new melodious creed by asso-
ciating Burnum with a public celebration of
its rites. 'Wo cannot help remembering that
Barnum is ompipresent. We have scen him
in many an editorisl chair busy over the
proof-shests. He is always the inspiration
of groat public questions, and many
of his admirers and followers and imitators
will inaist that he originated Cwesarism and
invented the third term. We have no doubt
he first attacked onr eminent, unselfish and
long-suffering Gieneral Grant, and objected to
s eternal Presidency. We are willing
retrnet all we bave evor said on the subject of
Grant, to repudiate the third term as a roor-
back, to concode that we have never bad any-
thing of our own will to say about Cwmsurism.
Baruum wus the master-spirit of the whole
business, as be is the master-spirit of tha nge.
Hercafter, when the loarned antiquarian of
far distant ages shall ingquire into the
goologieal formation of the earth, Burnum
will be the litlle frog, hopping out of some
paleozoie stone. In the dim ages of the future,
when this sublims Republic shall have passed
awny, leaving no record except the worm-
eaten pages of historieal books; when Macau-
lay's New Zealondor shall, after studying the
broken arches of London Bridge and the
ruins of St. Panl's, come to survey the
fragments of DManhatfan, the stones of
tha Court House, the Brook!yn Bridge and
the Fourth Avenue Tmprovement, he will
find ouly the pnme of Barnum to show that
this wos once the city of his renown. It but one
alab remains of our tallest and most cherished
monumenta and our most splendid cities,
upon that stone, deeply engraved and boldly
cut, will be found the illnscrious, the im-
morial and the honored name of Barnum,
protector of Joyce Heth, proprictor of the
Fiji mermmd, patron of Tom Thuamb,
compiler of a million curiosities and apostle
of a new religion which will save Englaud
and Amernca from the influence of the
berrellas mow threatening to overwhelm all
that remning of the Reformalion in the
countries of Thomns Crenmer and Roger
Willinms.

The Custom Houge Revenue Frauds.

Wherever heavy duties are imposed on
imported goods there is a great temptation to
fraud. Many persons regard it as a venial
transgression to cheat the government; then
silks, laces, watches and such like goods can
be so easily handled, so great a value can be
packed in so small & compass, and the saving
of fifty or sixty per cent is so euticing, that
under the most vigilant and efficient system
ever adopted for the collection of customs
duty a government can never expect to sceurs
oll that is justly its dae. When we hear of
some fashionable belle or her friends man-
aging or atlempting to smuggle through a
foreign purchased wardrobe without comply-
ing with the revenue laws we ars too apt, in
the present lax condition of public morality,
to regard it as a smart and even as a com-
mendable piece of enterprise. Iudeed, some
peopls look upon it as a sort of oppression
or imposition when they are required to
pay duty on articles they purchase abroad
for their personal wuse and without any
design of profit or speculation. Bat common
justioe should teach us all that when duties
are imposed for the support of the govern-
ment, and honsst merchaots pay them, and
are compelled to put a certain priee on their
goods in consequence, wholesale smuggling is
o gross injustice to the best portion of the
business community, ns well as a robbery of
the people at large.

The story of the Lawrence conspiracy, as
told by the United States District Attorney, is
a startling one; yet, aceording to the present
staterment, we have only been afforded a
glimpse of the remarkable case, and we are
aavured that more sstonishing developments
are in store for us, To be sure, we have as
yet only one sido of the tale, and it is to be
hoped, for the honor of the mercantile eom-
munity, that some of ils harshest features may
be susceptiblo of explanation. It is gertain
that a most ingenious and complets system of
fraud bas been concocted and bas been in
operation for a long period without detestion.
When we read of the extensivo transactions of
tha guilty parties, of the skill manifestod in
their plans, ot their admirably contrived
method of secret correspondence, of the wide
circle of the conspiracy, embracing parties in
Europe, the United States and Canada—
merchunts, agents, manufacturers and gov-
ernment officials—we are struck by the idea
that the same ability and energy directed to
honest pursuits must have commanded suc-
cesa in legitimate business.

The connection of some of the Custom
House officers with such frauds bas long been
suspocted, and their exposure and punishmont
will be a great publie good. The Collector,
the Burveyor and other heads of the Now
York Cuslom House are above suspicion, aud
their vigilance in the discharge of their duties
in generslly admitted. But no amount of
watchfuloess and caro can wholly prevent dis-
honest practices on the part of unfaithful
subordivates, and the offorts of the Collector
| and his sssocistes to hunt down the offendors
'[ have been incrsased by their knowledge of the
| ndvantage to bo gained by the detection sud |

hoped, therefore, that the prosecution will be
sternly pursued and will be made to embrace
| every person implicated in the conspiracy,
The lesson will be a salutary one to the Cus-
| tom Hoose officers. It will also be useiul, if
| read aright, to ull who think to make a per-
| manent success through frandulent practiovs.
| Here is a vast conspiracy, reacbing into mill~
| tons of dollars in its operations, carried on un-
detected for two yoars, and ending at Inst |
| probably in the Siste Prison and poverty for
those engaged in it. The prospect of enormous
| profits disappears when it is discovered that
| in such & business heavy bribes have fo be
| dealt out to numorous secomplices and
smuggled goods have to be sold at twenty |
‘ par eont under the morket price. All who |

The Imtelleet or the Wew York Clergy.

It is often remarked by intelligent persons:
that they would go to cburch much more
frequently if it wore not for the sermone.
The music they say they enjoy, and urge that
it would be & great advantage to religion if
the services were conduocted entirely by tha
choir. It is neediess to expose the folly of
this proposition, or to point out the ¢vils that
would be cansed by the total exclu-
sion of clorgymen from ths pulpita
In asnother way we buve demonsteated
the intellect and picty of our metrapolitan
preachers, for the sermons we report ars bet-
ter than argnments. One service which the
Henaro has tried to render both the Ohurch
nnd the public is to exhibit in these reporta
the splendor, the enrnestness, the apirituality
and the eloquence of the pulpit of New
York; nor have our efforts besn unavail-
ing, inasmuch as they bave correoctsd
this wunjust prejudicea by proving (hak
the germon, instend of Dbeing un
impediment to church-going is really an in-
ducement. That the choir somotimes, buk
very rarcly, is superior to the pulpit may be
justly admitted, but this condition will nos
long be permitted to exist in a well regulated
church. The congregation will get a botter
prescher, or, if that 18 impossible, they wilk
engage inferior singers, or it the clergyman is
very bud they will condoct the music tham-
selves.

As an illustration of the intellsciual powen
of our clexgy we might cite, without appre-
hension of the effect, the subjocts and the
treatment of the sermons we publish to-day.
The Schiller disaster, in the management of
the Rav, W. I, Alger, affords spiritual
meanings and encouragement. Tha com-
pletion of the work of salvation is
o theme certainly handled wilh ability
by the Rev. Dr. Thompson, The argument
for the divine origin of the Cutholic Church
was powerfully presented by the Rev. Father
C. J. Dealy, at the Cathedral. Mr. Frothing-
ham pointed out with fine nualysis the diffors
ence between the broad and narrow pathas,
advoeating strict obedience to corscience ua
compatible with the widest lutitode in
thought. The birth of the Church,
an bistorical subject, was eloguently treatad
by the Rev, Dr. MeGlyon, The Rew.
Dr. Goorge H. Hepworth, with all
that keen insight, exact logic, fulness
and freedom of illustration and clear, beauti-
ful style for which he is distinguished, ex-
plained the great doctrine of regeneration ad
the key to heaven, and reconciled it wilh
moral lews and physical apalogies. Mr.
Bueecher preached upon the duty and merit
of patience, and the lessons of the (rial
doubiless deepened his thought. The Church
of the Epiphuny was crowded upon the
occasion of the celebration of mass by Mgr.
Roneetti and the Rev. Dr. Ubaldi, with an
address in excellent English by the latler
and a thoughtful and eloquent discourse by
the Rev. Dr. Burtsell. Here in this brief sur.
vey of one Sunday is surely answer enough
to those who say that they would atiend
church oftencr if it were not for the impor-
tant place which the sermons occupy in tha
services.

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

Governor Thayer, of Wyoming Territory, 19 in
Wasnington.

Geoernl Willlam 8. Franklin, of Counecticnt, (s
sujourniong at the New Yorx Hotel.

Mr. Lawrence Barrett, the actor, 18 among the
Inte arrivals at the New York Hotel

Lieurenant W, O, Il Snell, of the Britiah Navy,
is registered ut the Clarendon Hotel.

Mayor N. F. Graves, of Syracuss, s residlag
temporariy at toe Fifth Avenue Hovel.

Paymaster Joseph Foster, United States Navy,
bas taken up his guarters at the St James Hotel.

Agaln she season of pllgrimages is at hand, and
the plous Freachinun s getsing ready hus paper
collars.

Lord Doflerin, the Governor General of Cansds,
and the Countess of Dufferin, salled from Quebco
for Liverpool at noon yesterduy.

Brevet Lirutensnt Colonel James 0. U, Lee, of
the Quartermaster's Department, United 3tales
Army, I8 staying at the Brevoort House,

Jessie D, Brignt, ex-United States Sonstor from
Indiana, i now lying dangeronsly 1l at he resi-
dence tn Balnmore, with roenmatism of the heare.

The number of skipwrecks recorded for the
month of Febronry this year 18 128, of wbioh
soventeen were ateamers. Filty-six were BEnglish
ana eleven American.

Messrs. Wiliam E. Perkins and Francis D, Sted-
masn, members of the Massacnusetls Legisiatore,
arrived at the Fifth Avenne Hotel yesierday from
Washington, where they have bern o 1nvite the
President to attend the Bunker Hiil Centennist
Celebration.

A Oulifornis paper says they got Wah Twing, »
heathien, on the galluws the other day, with arops
arouod his neck, and he inquired of Willlam Nye,
the Shertf, “*Uhokee ke beil 1" *“'Yes," sald Wi
nem, ‘‘chokee, you bet,” and then they dropped
L.,

‘Tne condition of General Breexinridge remained
onchanged up to last evening. He was very choer-
ful, sod seemed less concerned at his condition
than those arcund hin. Experienced persons cay
1e eannut remaln much loager and L lable to be
called away at any moment,

wgromwall” was plared In Parls, but has been
guppressed. In the originsl masusdrips, In &
flerce tirade, the Protector denounced “‘ine royal-
igts,” Beore the play was Ucensed toe word
sroyallsta” was cut out; but the actor, who had
studied his part from An unooTreciel munuseript,
gave the passage, royailsts and all, and =0 they
stopped the plece.

Kenealy ha¢ found two more Tooley stress
talors. Mr. Peter Eddieston, iTonfiunder, who
presided 4t & meeting &t Accrington, stated that
ne belleved the cisimant to be Bir Reger Tich-
boroe. The Hev. Mr. Verity, vicar of ilaberghim
Eaves, satd that the Magna Charte mov-ment was
A national one, torestened to be of tremenlous
proportions, and was likely to exerciss b marvel.
fons poidsicnl lnfuence upon the dediinies of the
country.

It appears to be officlally confirmed shat Prince
Blsmarck askod the Pope for hls medlation wita
Gamoetta for the conclusion of peace In the war
of 1870, Tue propodiilon was made after the battio
of Orieans, when the Germans at Versal les [earni
General Chanzy's advance for the rallef of Parm,
The Pope noped that tne service woald be returned
by Blsmarck supporting the temporal power of
the Holy See agaiust lualy, vut Bamirck saw tns
coming of an ecclesimstical conflict aad relused o
enmmit himsell.

There oxiate & lettar which may Fome duay plvs
rise 1o doubls waether Meyerbear Wrote tie musig
of the “Huguenots,” Jiis the eertificate of Emile
peschamps to the effact that be, the sad Do
coamps, did not write Lhe Sald music. {t arode 1n
thie way. Deschamps wrols part of the Lbrectn,
fbug If the lbreito vad Deen Al written Ly Soribs
it would have been his fourth grand opera ana
wonid have entitlea mim Lo a good penson. Bo
Peschampa agroed that uis nsme should not ap-
pear in connection with the libratio and thes be
FHOWIG met s remuncration as havinog asusied in
the preparation of tne musie. Thea Meyerbeer
nad doubts, aud required Deschamps' certificats
a8 mecurity, for thuugh tholr contemporaries worn
awnra that “Deschimps kuew no mors of musio,

iunung it worshippers, Truly Barnum is the | touch the pitech are defiled sod wmjured | tham & tarboL," (ULUTY aged might bo lons HatlsIa -

most oxtraordinary man of tha are. the con-

by it

|\ urtle informed




